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Informational Bulletin 2020-03 
 Secondary Means of Escape – Egress Windows & Doors 

 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this bulletin is to provide clarification of the egress window size requirements in dwelling units (to 
include apartments, etc) as required in NFPA 101 Life Safety Code (2015 Edition) Chapter 24.2.2.3, IRC R310, and IBC 
1030.  
 
The purpose of the egress window is to provide an occupant with an alternate escape route when fire or smoke blocks 
the primary means of escape from the dwelling unit.  The egress window is required when the building lacks an 
automatic sprinkler system or a door remote from the primary means of escape for one- and two-family dwellings.   
 
New Buildings: Secondary Means of Escape – Egress Windows:  
NFPA 101: 24.2.2.3.3 (2015 Edition)  
 
An egress window is an outside window operable from the inside without the use of tools, keys, or any special effort.  It 
shall provide a clear opening of not less than 5.7 square feet in the natural open position for new windows.  
 
The window width shall be not less than 20 in. and the height shall be not less than 24 in. The bottom of the window 
opening shall be not more than 44 in. above the floor.  
 
Such means of escape (egress windows) shall be acceptable where one of the following criteria is met:  
 

(1) The window shall be within 20 ft. of the finished ground level.  
 

(2) The window shall be directly accessible to fire department rescue apparatus as approved by the authority 
having jurisdiction.  

 
(3) The window or door shall open onto an exterior balcony.  
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Egress Window Dimensions – Minimum 5.7 square feet (820.8 square inches) 
 

 
NOTE: Numbers in the grayed areas are too small. Choose any combination in the white areas. 
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Existing Buildings: Means of Escape – Egress Windows: 
NFPA 101 A.24.2.2.3.3 (2015 Edition) 
 
The clear opening of an existing secondary means of escape (escape window) under 24.2.2.3.3 shall be:  
 

1. The opening (natural open position) for a wood, vinyl, aluminum or fiberglass framed window shall be a 
minimum of 20” X 24” (3.3 sq. ft.).  - For the occupant(s) to escape. 

 
a) The total window/wall opening area shall not be less than 5.0 square feet. – For firefighters to enter for search 

& rescue. 
 

2. The opening (natural open position) of a steel framed window shall be a minimum of 20” X 24” with at least one 
dimension exceeded  to provide not less than 5.0 square feet of net free opening. – For occupants to escape 
and firefighters to enter. 

 
Guidance: 
The minimum clear opening became a requirement of this Code in 1976, and was based on tests conducted to 
determine the minimum size of the wall opening required to allow a firefighter wearing turnout gear and SCBA entry 
into the room from the exterior to affect search and rescue.   
 
For window openings within 1” or less of the minimum requirements, reasonable consideration should be given for sashes 
that do not require tools or special effort to remove.  

 
Egress Window Dimensions – Minimum of 5.0 square feet (720 square inches) 

 

 
NOTE: Numbers in the grayed areas are too small. Choose any combination in the white areas. 

 
 

A limited but reasonable time, commensurate with the magnitude of expenditure, disruption of services, and degree of 
hazard, shall be allowed for compliance with any part of this Code for existing buildings. 


